To:  Ball,  Harold[ball. harold@epa.gov];  Loren  Henning 

(Henning. Loren@epa.gov)[Henning. Loren@epa.gov];  Chesnutt,  John[chesnutt.john@epa.gov] 

From:  Herrera,  Angeles 

Sent:  Wed  8/1 2/201 5 9:28:37  PM 

Subject:  FW:  Statement  from  EPA  Administrator  to  Regional  Administrators  RE:  Ongoing  Field  Work  at 

Mines 


I just  participated  on  a HQ  call  on  this  issue.  We  are  still  trying  to  identify  what  makes  sense  for 
each  of  our  mining  sites.  We  are  going  to  develop  a list  of  sites  and  criteria  to  evaluate  any 
potential  treats.  The  RPMs  that  currently  work  on  mining  sites  will  be  ask  to  provide 
information.  Please  let  them  know  that  this  is  going  on  and  we  will  provide  more  clarification  in 
the  near  future. 


From:  Manzanilla,  Enrique 

Sent:  Wednesday,  August  12,  2015  2:14  PM 

To:  Zito,  Kelly;  Maier,  Brent;  Keener,  Bill 

Cc:  Lyons,  John;  Herrera,  Angeles;  Meer,  Daniel;  Lindsay,  Nancy 

Subject:  FW:  Statement  from  EPA  Administrator  to  Regional  Administrators  RE:  Ongoing 
Field  Work  at  Mines 


Is  this  in  a press  release?  WE  need  to  convey  something  to  states, 


From:  Maier,  Brent 

Sent:  Wednesday,  August  12,  2015  1:27  PM 

To:  (Buchanan  Davis@flake.senate.gov):  chandler_morse@flake.senate.gov:  Chelsea  Lett 
(chclsca  lett@flake.senate.gov'):  Clint  Chandler  (clint_chandler@flake.senate.gov'):  Jason 
Samuels  (iason  samuels@flake.senate.gov'):  i ul  i c kats  el  A ll  ake , senate  .gov: 
kri  s_ki  efer@fl  ake . senate . gov:  matthew  specht@flake.senate.gov:  Hecker,  Nick  (Flake); 
gina  gormlev@mccain.senate.gov:  joe  donoghue@mccain.senate.gov: 
mark  delich@mccai n , senate. gov:  Meghan  Kielty  (meghan  kieltv @mccain . senate . gov): 
nick  matiella@mccain.senate.gov:  rick  stilgenbauer@mccain.senate.gov:  Shay  Saucedo 
(shay  saucedo@mccain.senate.gov):  Blanca  Rubio- Varela  (blanc-a. varela@mail .house. gov): 
carmen.gallus@mail.house.gov:  ken.montova@mail.house.gov:  ron.lee@mail.house.gov: 
Stilgenbauer,  Rick  (McCain);  Gormley,  Gina  (McCain);  Rogers,  Brian  (McCain);  Tarallo,  Julie 
(McCain);  Carrillo,  Pablo  (McCain);  lfowler@coconino.az.gov:  mavor@citvofpage.org: 
rrowlev@coconino.az.gov 

Cc:  Russo,  Rebecca;  Snyder,  Raquel;  Levine,  Carolyn;  Distefano,  Nichole;  Gray,  David;  Zito, 
Kelly;  Janifer,  Pamela;  Bowles,  Jack;  Faulk,  Libby;  Peterson,  Cynthia;  Miullo,  Nat;  Higuchi, 
Dean;  Keener,  Bill;  Blumenfeld,  Jared;  Harris-Bishop,  Rusty;  Allen,  HarryL;  Manzanilla, 
Enrique 
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Subject:  Statement  from  EPA  Administrator  to  Regional  Administrators  RE:  Ongoing  Field 
Work  at  Mines 


Contact:  press@epa.gov  or  970-812-3351 


SUBJECT:  Statement  from  EPA  Administrator  to  Regional  Administrators  RE:  ongoing 
field  work  at  mines 


EPA  Administrator  Gina  McCarthy  today  sent  the  below  directive  to  Regional 
Administrators  regarding  ongoing  field  work  at  mines: 


While  we  continue  to  investigate  the  root  causes  of  last  week’s  release  of  mining  waste 
at  the  Gold  King  Mine  in  Colorado,  we  are  instructing  our  Regions  to  immediately  cease 
any  field  investigation  work  at  mines  including  tailings  facilities,  unless  there  is  imminent 
risk  in  a specific  case.  We  are  in  the  process  of  initiating  an  independent  assessment 
by  a sister  federal  agency  or  another  external  entity  to  examine  the  factors  that  led  to 
last  week’s  incident.  Based  on  the  outcome  from  that  assessment,  we  will  determine 
what  actions  may  be  necessary  to  avoid  similar  incidents  at  other  sites.  While  we  stand 
down  on  existing  field  investigations  and  assessments  at  these  mining  sites,  we  also  are 
instructing  our  Regions  to  identify  existing  sites  with  similarities  to  the  Gold  King  Mine 
site  and  to  identify  any  immediate  threats  and  consider  appropriate  response  actions. 


Regards, 


Brent  Maier 

Congressional  Liaison 

U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency,  Region  IX 
75  Hawthorne  St.  (OPA-3) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94105 
Ph:  415.947.4256 
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